


GLC Field Station, 1966













Dr. Howard Sengbusch, Dean of Arts and Science, 
helped establish the Great Lakes Laboratory in 1966.





Original layout of the Field Station building



An amphibious truck used in the early days of the GLC



Dr. Robert Sweeney

Director, 1966-1981

First focused on water 
quality and invertebrates 
in the Buffalo River, then 
other projects on Lake Erie 
and tributaries

Investigated Phosphorus 
abatement program’s 
affect on the lake

In addition to Field Station, 
arranged for lab and office 
space on campus



34’ Great Lakes Cruiser, in service from 1967-1970





Captain Barry Wech plotting a course



R/V C A Dambach, a 65’ T-boat operated by the GLC from 1970-1982

Credit: Bill K from US Army Boat History Pictures



R/V C A Dambach as it looked in 2014 
when it was a live-aboard boat in Toronto

Credit: lifesquaredaway.ca











Dr. Harish Sikka

Director 1982-1987

Established the Environmental 
Toxicology and Chemistry lab

During this time, Dr. James 
Spotila also focused on 
fisheries in the surrounding 
waters, helping to create an 
artificial reef in Buffalo Harbor



37’ tender Markham III, used for field work in 1980s

el.erdc.usace.army.mil/dots/resources.html





Dr. Charles Beasley

Director, 1988-1992

GLL renamed Center for 
Environmental Research and 
Education (CERE)

Collaboration with other 
departments, four divisions: 
Environmental Toxicology and 
Chemistry, Aquatic Biology, 
Water Resources 
Management, and 
Environmental Education

Renovated Field Station



New floor plan with addition



Improvements to the grounds and boat launch





R/V Hutchinson, 42’ Chris Craft Commander, used from the late 1980s through the 1990s









Dr. Stephen Brandt

Director, 1994-1997

Renamed CERE to Great Lakes 
Center

Fisheries ecology, 
bioenergetics modeling, and 
hydroacoustics

Hosted IAGLR in 1997

Multidisciplinary Master’s 
Degree in Great Lakes 
Environmental Studies









R/V Aquarius, 40’ steel-hulled vessel used from 1996 through mid-2000s



Dr. Gordon Fraser

Director, 1998-2007

Buffalo River, Combined sewer 
overflows (CSOs)

Outreach events

Teaching Pavilion constructed





Water Fest, 1999



Limnology field trip to Gull Lake, Canada, 1999



Limnology field trip to Gull Lake, Canada, 1999





R/V Seneca, 46’ Coast Guard Buoy Tender, operated 2001-2010



R/V Pisces, 26’ work boat, used in late 1990s until 2007















Dick Smith Outdoor Classroom



Windows added later



Eel survey, St. Lawrence River, 2001



Combined sewer overflow sampling



Installing Hydrolabs for the CSO project



Trout stocking project





Goby experiment



Amphipods



Sea scouts



Tern colony work



Tern colony work



Air sampling at the teaching pavilion (no windows yet)



Air sampling lab work



Buffalo Underwater Recovery Team (BURT) training



Earth Day 2002



Peter 
Ruddock 
analyzing 
fish 
samples by 
HPLC





Environmental Toxicology lab



Plans for the Great Lakes Institute



Fish lab



Holding tanks for three different temperatures of water for experiments



Fish tracking camera



Aquanaut program



Class tour for McKinley High School students



Hosted CGLEE office at Field Station





Dr. Alexander Karatayev

Director, 2007-present

Increased research and 
publications

Invasive species, native 
species, nutrient studies, long 
term monitoring projects

Great Lakes Ecosystem 
Science Masters programs 
(M.A. and P.S.M.)

WNY PRISM



R/V John J. Freidhoff, 27’ 
aluminum-hulled boat, built 
in 2009 and currently used 
for research projects

Named in memory of 
“Captain John” Freidhoff, 
who passed away in a diving 
accident in 2007



Boat naming ceremony for R/V John J. Freidhoff



Tree planted in memory of Captain John at the Field Station



28’ Privateer, 2011-present



Seiche, 25’ work boat, 2010-present.
Used mainly for Dr. Jill Singer’s work in the Buffalo River.



6 feet of ice piled up on the Field Station Dock, 
February 2008



A rare glass-calm day



Lake Ontario Nearshore Nutrient Assessment, 2008



ASLO conference, 2008



Lake Erie transect sampling, 2008



GLRC meeting 2008



New windows at the Field Station for the main office





PBDE assessment in Lake Erie sport fish, 2009



GLRC meeting 2009





Nearshore and Offshore Lake Erie Nutrient Study (NOLENS), 2009



Backpack electrofishing



Replacing tanks in the fish lab



New tanks for the fish lab



New matching tanks for the fish lab



Stream mesocosm experiment



Field sampling demonstration for Dr. Standora’s Ecology class



Fisheries management class electrofishing demonstration



Collecting mussels from the Buffalo River for C:N:P analysis, 2011



Limnology trip to Pymatuning, PA, 2011



Shoreline LiDAR mapping with 
visiting Chinese scholars



Unionid mussels in Great Lakes refugia, 2011



Unionid mussels in Great Lakes refugia, 2011





Lake Erie Nearshore Offshore Nutrient Study (LENONS), 2011-2012



Lake Erie Nearshore Offshore Nutrient Study (LENONS), 2011-2012



Lake Erie Nearshore Offshore Nutrient Study (LENONS), 2011-2012



Lake Erie Nearshore Offshore Nutrient Study (LENONS), 2011-2012



Round goby impacts on stream leaf litter decomposition, 2012



Great Lakes Observing Buoy, 2011-present



Great Lakes Observing Buoy, 2011-present



Great Lakes Observing Buoy, 2011-present





Dr. Snyder’s studies on fatty acids and morphology of alewives



Low water at the Field Station, 2012



Low water at the Field Station, 2012



Low water at Dunkirk Harbor, 2012. The water was so low we couldn’t use 
the boat launch and had to be lifted down to the water to retrieve the buoy.



EPA buoy project, 2010-2012



EPA buoy project, 2010-2012



Fall Research and Creativity Fair, 2012



Lake Erie Lower Trophic Level Assessment, 2008-present



Mark collecting 
zooplankton 
samples for the 
Lake Erie LTLA



Josh piloting the John J. during a sampling trip for the Lake Erie LTLA



Chlorophyll analysis for Lake Erie LTLA



Survey of Texas Hornshell populations in Texas, 2012



Acquired the building next door at the Field Station for boat storage, 2012



Permanent indoor boat storage at the Field Station



Visiting scholars from China, 2012



Dr. Jagat Mukherjee working the Environmental Toxicology Lab



Dr. Subodh Kumar working in the Environmental Toxicology Lab



Algae growth experiment at the Field Station, 2013



Army Corps Concrete deliveries for work on the break wall



Ceremony for the reopening of the Bird Island 
Pier, 2013



Buffalo Niagara RiverKeeper paddle tours



BURT training, 2013



Native fish displays at the Field Station



Ecology class demonstration, 2013



Fisheries class 2013



Dr. Alicia Pérez-Fuentetaja holding an invasive rudd 
caught during the Fisheries class demonstration



Environmental Toxicology lab in SAMC, 2013



Fish calorimetry project with SUNY ESF, 2013



Effects of Calcium decline and food levels on 
Daphnia development and reproduction



New GLC office and labs in SAMC



Field Station Open House, 2013



GES 460 class demonstration



Oligochaete worm identification workshop 
at Heidelberg College, Ohio, May 2013



EPA Long Term Monitoring of Great Lakes benthos 
aboard the Lake Guardian, 2013-present



Safety training on the Lake Guardian



Sasha elutriating a benthos sample



Susan Daniel aboard the Lake Guardian with collaborators from Cornell



Susan Daniel identifying worm samples



In memory of Dr. Jagat Mukherjee, research scientist in the 
Environmental Toxicology lab, who passed away in 2014.



2014 Texas Hornshell survey



Collecting mussels for an experiment, 2014



Visiting scientist Frank Collas (Netherlands) conducting an 
experiment on dreissenid mussels at the Field Station, 2014.



IAGLR conference, Hamilton, Ontario, 2014



Monitoring Great Lakes ports for novel invasive species, 2014-2015



Monitoring Great Lakes ports for novel invasive species, 2014-2015



Round goby impacts on stream leaf litter decomposition, 2014



Western New York Partnership for Regional Invasive Species 
Management (WNY PRISM) office established, 2014-present



WNY PRISM seasonal workers removing water chestnut



WNY PRISM seasonals documenting occurrences of 
invasive species into the iMapInvasives database



Collecting beetles for purple loosestrife control



Surveying for pond loach (previously oriental weatherfish) 
with Dr. Chris Pennuto



Investigating lake sturgeon habitat use, feeding ecology 
and benthic resource availability in the Lower Niagara 
River, 2013-present



Tagging lake sturgeon before releasing them back into 
the lower Niagara River



Spring sampling in the lower Niagara River, 2015



Emerald shiner habitat conservation and restoration 
study in the upper Niagara River, 2013-present



Seining for larval emerald shiners



Electrofishing for emerald shiners



Night-time electrofishing



Dr. Alicia Pérez-Fuentetaja working on the emerald shiner project



Outreach for the emerald shiner project at the Niagara Aquarium



Deploying temperature probes in tributaries of the Niagara River



Mark Clapsadl investigating the bioenergetics of the emerald shiner



Josh Fisher identifying larval fish



2nd International Meeting on Biology and Conservation of 
Freshwater Bivalves, hosted by the GLC in October 2015



2nd International Meeting on Biology and Conservation of 
Freshwater Bivalves, hosted by the GLC in October 2015



CSMI Benthic studies of Lake Erie (2014) and Lake Mighigan (2015)



Visiting students from Singapore with former Buffalo State scientist Dr. Kim Irvine, 2015



Electrofishing demonstration for McKinley high school students, 2015



Brown trout caught during electrofishing demonstration



Limnology trip to Pymatuning, PA, 2015



Invertebrate identification workshop hosted by GLC, May 2015



Fisheries class demonstration 2015



Celebrating 50 years of research on the Great Lakes!
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